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If you are really thankful, what do you do? You share.
– W. Clement Stone

AS WE LOOK BACK THROUGH 2018, A STRONG WORD COMES TO MIND TO DESCRIBE OUR FEELINGS - THANKFUL.
The year was full of accomplishments for the Ohio State Bar Foundation. We awarded our first-ever strategic grant with the
goal of improving the civics knowledge of adults in Ohio, enhancing their participation in and knowledge of government,
enabling their access to justice and improving their perceptions of the judicial system. We welcomed 32 new Fellows to the
Foundation’s Fellows Program. We hosted a successful Annual Awards Dinner where we honored those who continuously
inspired us with their hard work, selflessness and dedication. And we awarded more than $700,000 during our grant cycles.
All of the Foundation’s 2018 accomplishments would not have been possible without our Fellows, our donors, our partners, our
staff and our leadership. We are thankful for everyone who continues to fight for our mission. Now, we want to share our gratitude.

I can honestly say that the OSBF reinvigorated my passion for the law. Through being
inducted as a Fellow, I was immediately connected with some of the most accomplished,
charismatic and civic-minded attorneys in our state. Further, I was provided with invaluable
opportunities through which I served as a spokesperson, educator and volunteer in order
to create positive change in our community. I found my experience to be nothing short of
empowering! I came out of the program with a greater appreciation for my fellow colleagues,
the law and what we can all accomplish by working together.

Joseph Wenger

Kiko Yee

Being an OSBF fellow provides you an opportunity to learn about and participate in some
of the amazing charitable work happening across the state. At our fellows class meeting at
Migration and Refugee Services of Cleveland Catholic Charities, I was thrilled to learn about
how OSBF funding is helping to provide immigration-related legal services for Ohioans in
need. As a volunteer, it was a powerful and moving experience to help a refugee on their
path to United States citizenship. I’m proud that OSBF is assisting in this life-changing work
and inspired to do more in my local community to help migrants and refugees.

GRANTS

Because of you, we can provide grants to organizations around the state. These organizations use grant funds to improve the knowledge of and
access to our justice system for all Ohioans. Here’s a snapshot of your donations in action.
OHIO UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION
Center for Law, Justice & Culture’s Summer Law & Trial Institute

“Receiving the grant from the Ohio State Bar Foundation
made the launch of the program possible. The Summer
Law & Trial Institute seeks to increase understanding of
the law and its possibilities among high school students.”

Larry Hayman
SUMMER LAW & TRIAL INSTITUTE
2018 HIGHLIGHTS

100%

100% of students reported having a better understanding
of legal issues facing residents of Appalachia and an
improved understanding of the American legal system.

x3

In the program’s third year, the number of applicants
almost tripled from its first year—26 in 2016 to 72 in 2018.

+

Applicants came primarily from Ohio, but also included
students from Kentucky, Michigan, Colorado, Illinois, West
Virginia and Texas.

20

The 20 students selected for the program were residents
of Athens (5), Madison (2), Franklin (2), Cuyahoga, Brown,
Scioto, Jackson, Washington, Lorain, and Montgomery
counties in Ohio, Greenup and Boone counties in Kentucky,
and Wood County in West Virginia.

GRANTS AWARDED
DURING FALL 2017/SPRING 2018 GRANT CYCLES
Total amount awarded: $712,411
Location of grantees: Districts 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 16, 17
Average grant amount: $33,924.33
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The Center for Law, Justice & Culture’s Summer Law & Trial Institute (SLTI)
is a 13-day immersive residential program on Ohio University’s Athens
campus that improves access to legal education for economically
disadvantaged students through collaboration with the legal community,
academia, state and local government and non-governmental organizations.
While on campus, students are treated to the full college experience dorm room stays, hall keys, meal cards, study room access and roommate
assignments. They study, prepare for and conduct plea negotiations and oral
arguments for a mock trial and also visit the Supreme Court of Ohio, the
Ohio Statehouse, the Athens Prisoner Re-entry Task Force and more.
The program is directed by Larry Hayman, who has a unique perspective as
both an OSBF grantee and Fellow.
“Being a Fellow has contributed to my experience with the Summer Law
& Trial Institute (SLTI) in a multitude of ways by giving me an additional
opportunity to network with those in my fellows class. For the first
time in July 2018, we were able to bring the Fellows to Athens to both
learn about and participate in SLTI. Following a presentation about the
program, Fellows served as jurors in the students’ capstone mock trial
experience. By donating their time to the program, Fellows were able
to see firsthand the hard work the students invest to prepare for their
trial during the two weeks of the program. Hopefully, it also showed
them the great work that their donations go to support.”

Larry Hayman
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SLTI 2016
From Jackson, Ohio
Political Science, Ohio University

2017 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

OSBF’s 2017 financial information can be accessed at
OSBF.org. The information has been extracted from the
audit report performed by John Gerlach & Company, LLP.
A complete copy of the audited financial statements is
available upon request.

RITTER CIRCLE

The George W. Ritter Circle honors members of the OSBF Legacy Society and
those who include the Foundation in their estate plans. When it comes to fighting
for our justice system - there is no quick fix. The progress we make continues to
grow year after year and takes consistent dedication, support and hard work.
A gift in your will to the Ohio State Bar Foundation will allow continuance of this
fight. To start a conversation about a gift in your will, contact OSBF Executive
Director Lori Keating at 614-487-4443 or LKeating@OSBF.net.

FELLOW PROFILE

Maria R. Schimer, 2017 OSBF Fellow
Feeling passion through a phone call can be difficult.
Unless that phone call is with Maria Schimer. As soon as the
conversation starts, you can see where her heart is. Maria
gives and gives and gives. Then, she gives some more.
Not only has she completed her law degree, but she brings
knowledge and expertise from her nursing degree as well.

FELLOWS’
VOLUNTEER HOURS
(MAY - AUGUST 2018)

Maria has combined the nursing world and world of law
together to help those who can’t help themselves. Her pro
bono work centers around being a voice for the voiceless
- those who are terminally ill, the elderly, those who are
mentally disabled and children who have fallen victim to the opioid crisis. Maria
represents them when they have no one else to do so.

*

During her time as a Fellow, Maria has taken advantage of multiple volunteer
opportunities with the Foundation. From teaching middle and high school students to
working with Asian Services in Action (ASIA), an organization that provides legal services
for refugees and immigrants in Northeast Ohio, she’s had the opportunity to give back and
make a difference in the fight for a better understanding of and access to our justice system.

*Based on $250/hour rate

VALUE OF
VOLUNTEER HOURS
(MAY - AUGUST 2018)

“When I first got involved [with ASIA], I was afraid. I don’t speak their language,
and they don’t know American culture. How will I do this? Then, we started meeting
people. All it took was reaching out, being patient and being empathetic. Some people
I met with didn’t even know to dial 9-1-1 for emergency help.
If we always sit in our law offices and never put our toes into the water, we will
never know about these things. You can read about it, but you aren’t engaged. You
have to immerse yourself fully into the lives of other people… And you end up
feeling really good. I’d encourage all Fellows to participate.”

Maria Schimer

STUDENTS REACHED
(FEBRUARY 5 - JUNE 5, 2018)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The OSBF Board of Trustees is an extension of our staff. Their leadership and
guidance is critical, and we are grateful for their continuous support and hard work.
Carol Seubert Marx, Lancaster
President
Robert F. Ware, Cleveland
President-Elect
Andrew C. Storar, Dayton
Immediate Past President
John S. Stith, Cincinnati
Treasurer
Lori L. Keating, Columbus
Executive Director/Corporate Secretary

Mary Amos Augsburger, Columbus
Thomas J. Bonasera, Columbus
Jeffrey A. Brauer, Cleveland
J. Kristin Burkett, Newark
Randall M. Comer, Springfield
Hon. David A. Hejmanowski, Delaware
Velda K. Hofacker, Columbus
Tabitha D. Justice, Dayton
Mark M. Kitrick, Columbus
Janet L. Green Marbley, Columbus
Martin E. Mohler, Toledo
Drew Odum, Akron
Kathleen A. Stoneman, Carrollton
Nirakar C. Thakur, Toledo
Robin G. Weaver, OSBA President
serving Ex-Officio, Cleveland
William K. Weisenberg, Columbus

“Serving as a Trustee for the Ohio State Bar Foundation has been a
highlight of my legal career. It is an honor and privilege to work
with outstanding lawyers from throughout Ohio who care about their
communities and are dedicated to the OSBF mission. Together, we are
truly making a difference in the lives of Ohioans - not only through our
grants to groups around the state working to improve our justice system
through education and innovation, but also through our own volunteer
service to these groups.”

-OSBF Trustee

STAFF / CONTACT INFO

Lori L. Keating
Executive Director

Jordann Dillard
Marketing and Communications Coordinator
Beverly Graves
Consulting Program Coordinator
Tiffany Patterson
Project Coordinator
Staci Waterman
Database Administrator
1700 Lake Shore Drive
PO Box 16562		
Columbus, OH 43216
Phone 614-487-4444
Phone 800-282-6556
Fax 614-487-8494

We would love to connect with you. Follow us on our social
media channels to stay up to date with the latest
happenings at the Ohio State Bar Foundation.
Facebook.com/OhioStateBarFoundation
Instagram.com/OhioStateBarFoundation
Twitter.com/_OSBF_

